
8th Grade Elective Descriptions 
One Trimester Electives 
Pre-Engineering Technology 8 
Technology Education courses expose students to the tools and machines that they may encounter in manufacturing-related occupations and enable them to 
develop the skills they need to use these tools in various applications. Course topics typically include (but are not limited to) drawing and planning, graphic 
arts, woodwork, metalwork, plastics, and power technology. These courses typically cover general safety and career exploration as well. Each class will 
include an engineering project and a manufacturing project. 
 

Art 8  
Art courses provide to students activities that foster creative expression, communication through artistic endeavor, and appreciation of culture and heritage. 
The art making and application learning plan may include lessons that enable students to refine their technique, increase their artistic vocabulary, express 
themselves and their worldview, make connections to other content areas, develop their own aesthetic, and strengthen their critical abilities. Art (grade 8) 
course content conforms to Jeffco Visual Arts Curriculum as well as existing Colorado Visual Arts Academic Standards for grade 8. Although Art (grade 8) 
courses focus on creation, they may also include the study of major artists, art movements, and styles. 
 

Drama 8 
Drama courses enable students to express themselves through dramatic play and storytelling. Course content typically includes the use of movement, 
language, character, plot, and spectacle to portray imaginary or real experiences. As appropriate, students may focus on acting techniques and traditions, 
other aspects of drama (staging, lighting, costuming), or both. Specific course content conforms to any existing state standards for grade 8.  
 
 

Lifetime Fitness 
Lifetime Fitness Education courses emphasize acquiring knowledge and skills regarding lifetime physical fitness; content may include topics 
such as nutrition, stress management, and consumer issues. Students may develop and implement a personal fitness plan. 
 

Team Sports 
Team sports courses provide students the knowledge, experience, and opportunity to develop skills in more than one team sport (such as 
volleyball, basketball, soccer, and so on). 
 

Computer Applications 8 
In Computer Applications (8th grade) courses, students acquire knowledge of and experience in the proper and efficient use of previously 
written software packages. These courses explore a wide range of applications, including (but not limited to) word-processing, spreadsheet, 
graphics, and database programs, and they may also cover the use of electronic mail and desktop publishing. 
 
Family and Consumer Science 
Family and Consumer Science courses are inclusive studies of knowledge and skills that are useful for the efficient and productive management of the home. 
Course topics typically include foods and nutrition; clothing; child development and care; housing design, decoration, and maintenance; consumer decisions 
and personal financial management; and interpersonal relationships. 

There are three options for 8th grade FACS (one offered each trimester): 
-Family and Consumer Science - Child Development/Foods/FCCLA 
-Family and Consumer Science II - Personal Development/Foods/Nutrition 
-Family and Consumer Science III - Job Skills/Nutrition/Foods 

 

School Musical 
Students who audition for the school musical and are cast into the show will be placed in this class for 1st and 2nd trimester. Auditions will 
take place in the Spring of 2019. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Full-Year Electives 
These courses are YEAR LONG courses. Students who sign up for these courses are expected to take them for the entire school year. These courses 
take 3 of your 6 elective spots for the school year. 
 

Concert Band 8 
Courses in Concert Band are designed to promote students’ technique for playing brass, woodwind, and percussion instruments and cover a variety of band 
literature styles, primarily for concert performances. 

Orchestra 8 
Orchestra courses are designed to develop students’ abilities to play string instruments, covering a variety of string and orchestral literature styles. 
 
 



Visual Arts Level 2 
Visual Arts 2 is a year long course for advanced art students that provides an opportunity to continue to explore a variety of art forms and to create individual 
works of art. Visual Arts Level 2 courses may also provide a discussion and exploration platform of career opportunities in the art world. Students will be 
exposed to a wider range of materials and media, they will be offered challenging projects, and they will be taught a variety of artistic processes. They will 
have an opportunity to begin building an art portfolio for high school if they are interested in doing so. Students at this level have become more adept, the 
instruction regarding the creative process becomes more refined, and students are encouraged to develop their own artistic styles. Although Visual Arts Level 
2 focuses on creation, it may also include the study of major artists, art movements, and styles. Students may choose to take Visual Arts 2 instead of Art 8 if 
they have a strong interest in art.There is an application process for Visual Arts 2. 
 

Spanish 1 
Designed to introduce students to Spanish language and culture, Spanish I courses emphasize basic grammar and syntax, simple vocabulary, and the spoken 
accent so that students can read, write, speak, and understand the language at a basic level within predictable areas of need, using customary courtesies and 
conventions. Spanish culture is introduced through the art, literature, customs, and history of Spanish-speaking people. Students completing this course 
should reach a novice-low to novice-mid proficiency level. *It is highly recommended that students enrolling in this class have had a basic introduction 
to Spanish previously, although it is possible for highly motivated and capable students to succeed without it. With successful completion, students 
will be able to enroll in Spanish 2 upon entering high school.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Virtual Academy Electives 
These courses are offered through Jeffco’s 21st Century Virtual Academy, but students will take them at EMS during their elective time using 
computers in the computer lab (supervised by an EMS staff member). Because these are semester and year long courses, students who opt to take a 
Virtual Academy class will need to take either a full year class (French) OR TWO of the semester long classes.  
 

French 1 (YEAR LONG, High School Level Course) 
Designed to introduce students to French language and culture, French I emphasizes basic grammar and syntax, simple vocabulary, and the spoken accent so 
that students can read, write, speak, and understand the language at a basic level within predictable areas of need, using customary courtesies and 
conventions. French culture is introduced through the art, literature, customs, and history of the French-speaking people. Students completing this course 
should reach a novice-low to novice-mid proficiency level. 
 

German 1 (YEAR LONG, High School Level Course) 
Designed to introduce students to German language and culture, German I courses emphasize basic grammar and syntax, simple vocabulary, and the spoken 
accent so that students can read, write, speak, and understand the language at a basic level within predictable areas of need, using customary courtesies and 
conventions. German culture is introduced through the art, literature, customs, and history of the German-speaking people. 
 

Video Game Design (Semester Long Course) 
Students learn how to design, write, and test software using object-oriented software development environments. Students are introduced to the concept of 
humane game design and explore how computer programs and games can be used to communicate values, ideas, and thoughts. Students explore the idea of 
game and how this transfers to computers. Students learn how to convert their ideas into visual, audio, and story assets for their game software. Topics 
covered include fundamental design processes, use of variables in programming, program control and flow features, iterative statements, and incorporating 
files and graphics into software. 
 

Web Page Design (Semester Long Course) 
Web Page Design courses teach students how to design websites by introducing them to and refining their knowledge of site planning, page layout, graphic 
design, and the use of markup languages—such as Extensible Hypertext Markup, JavaScript, Dynamic HTML, and Document Object Model—to develop 
and maintain a web page. These courses may also cover security and privacy issues, copyright infringement, trademarks, and other legal issues relating to the 
use of the Internet. Advanced topics may include the use of forms and scripts for database access, transfer methods, and networking fundamentals. 
 

Creative Writing 1 (Semester Long Course) 
Creative Writing courses offer students the opportunity to develop and improve their technique and individual style in poetry, short story, drama, essays, and 
other forms of prose. The emphasis of the courses is on writing; however, students may study exemplary representations and authors to obtain a fuller 
appreciation of the form and craft. Although most creative writing classes cover several expressive forms, others concentrate exclusively on one particular 
form (such as poetry or playwriting). 
 

Creative Writing 2 (Semester Long Course) 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Creative Writing 
Creative Writing II will continue to help students develop and improve their technique and individual style in what was covered in Creative Writing. This 
may include poetry, short story, drama, essays, narrative, expository, persuasive and descriptive writing. 
 
Career Exploration (Semester Long Course) 
Career Exploration courses help students identify and evaluate personal goals, priorities, aptitudes, and interests, with the goal of helping them make 
informed decisions about their careers. These courses expose students to various sources of information on career and training options and may also assist 
them in developing job search and employability skills. 


